Though comparative cross-national studies on policy-making and policy evaluation have a long tradition in addiction research, comparative analysis of the treatment response to drug problems in the wider sense has been neglected.
This 'Special Topic Section' will provide an interdisciplinary and systemic view of changes in drug treatment in a wider societal and political context. More specifically, the focus will be on the situation in central European countries, the question 'how well do treatment systems travel'? and the discussion of drug treatment from a social policy and political science perspective.
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Qualitative Research in the European Union
Guest editor: Jane Fountain (London)
The European Monitoring Centre on Drugs and Drug Abuse (EMCDDA) has been supporting a number of exercises designed to strengthen and develop the role of qualitative research in European drug epidemiology. These activities have included commission of an inventory, synthesis and review of qualitative research across the EU and sponsoring a networking meeting where researchers interested in qualitative methodology will have the opportunity to share experiences and discuss possibilities for collaborative projects. To complement these activities, European Addiction Research is producing a special issue on the topic.
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Treatment Monitoring and Reporting Systems
Guest editor: R. Simon (Munich) Systematic collection of information on treated persons plays an increasing role in epidemiology and treatment research. As most of the EU countries have information available on this area, the Core Item Set for Treatment will be one of the first epidemiological indicators, which will be standardised by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA). National systems have been developed for more than 20 years, today covering more than 300,000 treated persons per year. The most important national systems (e.g. for the Netherlands, Germany, UK) as well as the Pompidou Protocol as a first European system of data collection are described. An EMCDDA working group composed from experts out of these national systems has produced a first draft Core Item list. The procedures chosen by the EMCDDA and its National Focal Points to continue the process of implementation are specified.
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Addiction Research in Central and Eastern Europe
Guest editors: Janusz Sieroslawski (Warsaw), Paul Griffiths (London)
The political and social changes that have occurred and are occurring in Central and Eastern Europe have been accompanied by dramatic changes in both the scale and nature of substance misuse in the region. There is an urgent need to better understand these changes if the potential for serious health consequences, both for the area and neighbouring countries, is to be avoided. With regard to drug misuse, prevalence appears to have gone, in some areas, from virtually zero to a level comparable with western European countries. Despite the importance of understanding the changes that are occurring, there remains a chronic lack of contemporary quality research information on the area. To help remedy this problem, European Addiction Research is producing a special issue on the region. Submissions are invited that address this topic on substance use and contributions from researchers based in the region are particularly welcome.
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
Quality of Care
Guest editors: M. Krausz (Hamburg), W. Fuchs (Zurich)
The research and the discussion on quality of care is a key issue in clinical addiction research these days. Quality assurance systems are also discussed under the aspect of restructuring therapy systems, and therefore they affect a wide range of political, clinical and research problems. We will try to present a thorough general view of the basic epidemiological and clinical problems, the documentation standards as well as a survey of the standards of care at a European level.
